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Weat? The Centracon, a convention ef s-7 fans
Wrere? In Chicago at the Fort Dearborm Hotel.
#hea? The weekend of 12-13 Octobe .

Weo? Anyone &%t alli so far th s inoludes Bob
8lo'h, Hear'y Elsne: Frank Robinson,Pau.
K- ngbiel. Ollie Sear! and famous fan
#23 Phil Schumann, te mentien but a few.

et de | de? Se:d a rase 3tion letter or
telesgram 4o Fa- Dearbecr . Hotel at least

tws wooks shead of time for your roos.
2) Be ready to kick in 506 to pay :
For meeiing hall. ‘
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Rat! (Part 3, continued from last week.)
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During liednesday, the influx reached its maximum. | seem to have spent
mest of the day at Slanshack, playing the pians for Myrtle, and watching |+,
passing parade. In the evening we had dinner at Clifton's Cafeteria, afta;
siricn we repaired to the bus staltion to give Art Widnev a Fousivg welcomsT ™
Lipon returning, a few of us walked over to van Vogt's for a short visit. Van
¥ogl turned out to be a very nice person, about fortyish,pleasant and soft-
spocken. Following that there was 2 visit to a couple of bars in the intereat
of atirring up excitement, with a group that included another brand-new fai:
Uonald Day,; of Portland,Oregon, There's a guy who has a complete collection
of pro-mags, completely cross-indexed, but who had never met another fanand
whe had only seen one fanzine before coming to the convention. A most pleas-
ant chap, also. Another newcomer from Portland was Ralph Reyburn Phillips. s
weird artist; a few of whose items were sold at the auction later. Returning
from the drinking tour to Slanshack, | found that Jack Speer had arrivedmt
more hair than | remember him having possessed previously.

So comes convention day finally and we all flock to the hall, gathering
autographs on all sides. My autograph pages look like a list of all the prom
inent fans. Almost everybody was there that you could think of,except a few
hermits like Dunk and Warner. Even Thaddeus gruco Yerke was there,"out of
morbid curiosity”. In the morning nothing happened but fangab and book buyip
from the book~sellers who displayed their wares on various tables. There waps
a copy of "the Outsider and Others" on one table, but it was chained down.

The afternoon session started with the customary welcoms by Hodgkina, wheo
introduced Daugherty, who welcomed us some more, and who introduced the cai-
ebrities who rose to say a few words into the microphone which Ackerman helg
dashing madly to all sides of the room. The procedure seemed to be that Daugp
hertly would mention the nams of a prominent fan or author, who would rise ".
nis feet amidst wild applause, and would say his little piece, These littls
spoeches were of uniform brilliance, the average running as follows: "} caul
think.of & thing to say fellows but i'm glad to be here.” But since they
Wever walted until the applause was completed, nobody heard them anyway,
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Then van Vogt gave his talk as the gueat of hon?r. Many things will be
said about this spes¢h, and in fact, certain linesi from it are already iwm
mortal. A.E. had a great many things to say, but uhfortunately, and for sc
obscurs reason, he omitted certain connecting sentbnces, which made the re-
sult like a puzzle -+ the object being for you to juess what he was drivi:
al. The general topi¢ was: Here we arej what are we going to do about it7
Are we going to go along in the old way as before Ehe war, or are wa going
to try to improve oufselves? He then started speaking of methods of self
improvementy, but becduse he did not sufficently emphasize what he was' dr
ing at in general; il sounded like he was endorsinf a bunch of cults. |
thought all along he (was going to end up by speakifig of semantic training.
byt he never did getito that, although it would hake been the logical dev-
tlugmmit of his subjfet. At any rate, it was one of the two parts of the
convention which gave the brain .omnzhing to chew gn. The rest was eithe:
sntertainment or fan
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JUDS AND EMDS: Papers bring out newsz of B.bot poison developed by bisl
al warfara,with Science illustrated to carry story irn nexf“lah....iyamu‘
have direct control ower wooder leg by elecliro-megh:arical devices oparat
from rerve ends....The Theater Guild has schiedilsd "Luta Sonn", a fanta
based on a Chinese play, with musiec by Raymend Sceti: waich for this ¢
@ity if it'as cn ths circuit,...Sir Jamee Jeans diss mot ico long after 4
Hells. Ackerman and Joquel hzya antien out & nicely mimeod Memorial to A
Welle at 1B¢. It hae & portrait cover....Chanticleer £7 2nd Uanadian Faie
#11 paw arrivals in past week....Next issue of EMBER goew to a m:nimum .
pages for 5¢. Special articles; biographical skekes, =o' 2 illusl mi -
a’s promised. Coming up will be articles by Farnawnrih o7 the ﬁu@ggu -
Klinghiel, Rothman, Joquel, and othara: alae firat on ihe bicgraphical e
ade will be that famous autho- Rohert Blosk. Bloch s a gentleman. | “woe
ve..D.B,Thompson is in Hays, Kansas working as a draftsman on the Ceds
Bluffs irrigation project....Gerry de i3 Ree rasorts 7 Sept Collie s v
a:ticle by Pendray "Next Stop the Moon", and 9 Sept TIML mentions ﬁg ns
‘n discussion of proposed moon projectile....Elasnar wants to knowt "Can
ane tell me why,in Heinrich Hauser's AGHART!, all the su. rounding to
fruzs guddenly to 60 below zero whan 3tufa fired the V-77 and why c d
same thing happen to the place where the V-7 hit?7 And what d'd Hen ict
to the fuse before he fired the rocket? Or was the whole thing so muc!
wash?"....George Tullia address: 2424 §$.26th Street . Apt.:, Aclington,
g:nia....Richard fFrank, editor & publisher of the old Bizarre S rdhs .
i;gdgtéﬁogg'fpr‘"t'd pubs, ‘s new editing a departmen’ ceulled D, 31
or & newspaper with 600,0C0 circulation.
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